VILLAGE of CASNOVIA
COUNTIES of KENT and MUSKEGON, MICHIGAN

At a regular meeting of the Village Council of the Village of Casnovia, held at the Village
Office, 141 North Main Street, within the Village, on the 10th day of November 2025, at
6:30pm

PRESENT: Members: Morris, Kahrs, Frary, Bennitt, Palinski
ABSENT: Members: N/A

The following ordinance was offered by Member Palinski and supported by Member Bennitt.
AORDINANCE NO. 2025 - 06 (replacing 3-06)

AN ORDINANCE to establish Village ordinance 2025-06 to
provide for the issuance of citations for civil infractions and to
provide the procedure, therefore within the Village of
Casnovia, to provide civil infraction penalties for the violation
thereof.
(Note: The presence of the Delta symbol A before and after a section will denote a
change to the ordinance. Delta symbol at beginning and end indicates revision to entire
ordinance)

THE VILLAGE OF CASNOVIA ORDAINS:

Section 1. Purpose:

WHEREAS, the Village Council has conducted a review of the Village regulatory ordinances.
WHEREAS the Village regulatory ordinances currently provide that violations of these ordinances
are punishable as misdemeanors.

WHEREAS legislation permits the Village to designate certain violations of Village ordinances
to be municipal civil infractions; and

WHEREAS, the Village Council desires, by separate ordinances, to adopt procedures for the issuance of
municipal civil infraction citations and to amend certain Village ordinances to provide municipal civil
infraction penalties.

The Village council and its designees has the authority to Issue Municipal Civil Infraction
Citations. The Village President/ President Pro-Tem is authorized to issue citations for violation of
any Village Ordinance which is designated to be a municipal civil infraction if the Village President/
President Pro-Tem has reasonable cause to believe an infraction has occurred, based upon either personal
observation or the report of a person who has allegedly witnessed said infraction.

Section 2. Definitions: The following words, terms, and phrases, when used in this ordinance, shall
have the meaning stated below in this section:
a. Regulatory ordinances: official rules with the full weight of law. They are issued by
administrative agencies that have legislative authority over a specific area and can create
and enforce rules over that areas.



b. Misdemeanors: a nonindictable offense, regarded in the United States, less serious than
a felony .

c. Municipal Civil Infractions: PA 12 of 1994 amended the Revised Judicature Act (RJA),
MCL 600.101 et seq., by adding a new definition of civil infraction. RJA section 113
provides that a civil infraction is any act or omission that is prohibited by a law or
ordinance but is not a crime under the law or ordinance and for which civil sanctions may
be ordered. Local governments must amend their ordinances or adopt new ordinances to
take advantage of the municipal civil infraction authority. At a minimum, a municipality
wishing to use the civil infraction approach must designate which violations of its
ordinances (or code) are municipal civil infractions, which are not, and identify the local
officials authorized to issue citations.

d. Citations: Official documentation stating that an individual has been made aware of a
Village Ordinance violation. Citation means a written complaint or notice prepared by an
authorized city/village official, directing a person to appear in court regarding the
occurrence or existence of a municipal civil infraction violation by the person cited.

1. Municipal civil infraction citations shall be numbered consecutively and
shall be in a form approved by the State Court Administrator's office.
ii. Municipal civil infraction citations shall be served upon the alleged violator
as provided by law.

e. Appearance: Municipal civil infraction citations shall require appearance at the district court
within a reasonable time after the citation has been issued.

f. Procedure: The procedures for the admission or denial of responsibility, request for informal
or formal hearings, and all other matters related to processing of citations for civil
infractions shall be as provided by law,

Section 3. Authority to Issue a Citation. The issuance of a Citation, pursuant to MCL 600.8707(2) as
amended, for those violations of the Village Ordinance which have been designated to be misdemeanors,
is hereby authorized as follows:
The Village President/ President Pro-Tem, or other designated official, unless absent or otherwise
unable to issue appearance tickets, in which case the responsibility shall fall on the Village Clerk,
may issue an appearance if the President or other designated official has reasonable cause to believe
that a person has violated any Village Ordinance.
The Village Building Inspector may issue an appearance ticket if that official has reasonable cause to
believe that a person has violated a Village building code for which such official is responsible for
enforcement.
The Village Zoning Administrator may issue an appearance ticket if the Administrator has reasonable
cause to believe that a person has violated the Village Zoning Ordinance.

Section 4. Other Authorized Officers: If the Village President/ President Pro-Tem is absent or
otherwise unable to issue civil infractions, the Village Clerk will have the authority to issue such
citations. The Village Building Inspector shall have the authority to issue citations for violations
of the Village Building Codes, including the State construction code, electrical code, plumbing
code, and mechanical code. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to issue citations for
violations of the Village Zoning Ordinance. otherwise, Township Fire Chief shall have the authority
to issue citations for violations of all ordinances pertaining to the fire department, fire regulations,
and otherwise relevant to the authority of the Fire Chief. Said authorized officers may issue



citations if the officers have reasonable cause to believe an infraction has occurred, based upon either
personal observation or the report of a person who has allegedly witnessed said infraction.

Section 5. Repealed Ordinances: Ordinance No 3-06 are hereby repealed and replaced with
Ordinance No. 2025-06

Section 6.Severability: The provisions of this ordinance are hereby declared to be severable, and
if any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, or sub-section is declared to be void or ineffective for
any reason, it shall not affect any other part or portion hereof.

Section 9: This ordinance shall become effective 30 days following its publication or the
publication of a summary of its provisions in a local newspaper of general circulation in the
Village.

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

AYES: Morris, Frary, Bennitt, Palinski
NAYES: Kabhrs

Pam Manciu
(Clerk Name), Village Clerk

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the
Village Council of the Village of Casnovia at a regular meeting held on the date first stated
above, and I further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law. A

e Naeas

(Clerk Name), Village Clerk
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